AN  INTERPRETER   OF  ENGLAND

the world, and that progress is retarded if
countries with a great traditional culture cease
to make their contribution.

What is our contribution? I think we can
see that clearly as we proceed to consider
democracy in its wider sense. But, before
doing so, which is my task to-morrow, it is
necessary to have clearly in our minds certain
features of our constitution and of our party

system which are peculiar to ourselves. No
two democracies are alike, either in their form

or their spirit, and to understand their differ-
ences is the preparation for sympathetic
co-operation.

The British Constitution is a monarchy and
a democracy. It could never have been
created: it is the result of centuries of evolution
and native in its growth. It has only once
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